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Introduction: Understanding the Big Picture
Digitizing a large collection of family photos is a genuinely rewarding project — but there are quite a few decisions to make before you start scanning. This guide will walk you through every aspect of the process clearly and thoroughly, so you can set up a system that works for you now and for years to come.
Here is a quick overview of what you’ll learn:
1. Which scanner to buy — with options at different price points and their trade-offs
1. What scanner specifications actually matter and what the technical terms mean
1. How to set up an efficient batch scanning workflow
1. Where to store your digitized photos in the cloud (and at what cost)
1. How to approach organization so your photos are easy to find later
1. How to create photo books from your digitized collection

	⚠️  Important Upfront: The 11×14 Size Challenge
Your collection includes photos up to 11x14 inches. This is a critical constraint. Standard consumer photo scanners — including the popular Epson FastFoto FF-680W — can only handle photos up to 8.5 inches wide. Scanning true 11x14 prints requires either a large-format flatbed scanner (which costs $800+ and cannot batch-feed photos automatically) or you accept that your largest prints must be scanned one at a time on a flatbed. There is no single scanner that does both true 11x14 scanning AND fast batch feeding. This guide will explain your best options for handling this.





Part 1: Understanding Scanners
The Two Types of Photo Scanners
Before diving into specific models, it helps to understand the two fundamental types of scanners:
Flatbed Scanners
A flatbed scanner has a flat glass surface (called the “platen”) on which you lay your photo face-down, close a lid, and scan. Think of a photocopier — it works on the same principle.
1. Pros: Highest image quality, handles any size photo up to the glass dimensions, gentle on fragile or old prints, can scan thick items
1. Cons: You must place each photo individually, making large collections very slow to process
1. Best for: Irreplaceable heirloom photos that need the very best quality, large-format prints, damaged or fragile photos

Sheet-Fed (Auto Document Feeder) Scanners
Sheet-fed scanners pull photos through rollers automatically, just like a printer. You load a stack of photos, press a button, and the machine feeds them through one by one.
1. Pros: Dramatically faster — you can scan dozens of photos without touching them, batch processing is hands-free
1. Cons: Can sometimes scratch or crease photos, maximum width is typically 8.5 inches (so no 11x14s), quality is slightly lower than flatbed at equivalent settings
1. Best for: Standard size prints (4x6, 5x7, 8x10) that you have in large quantities

Key Scanner Specifications Explained
Here are the technical terms you’ll encounter when shopping for a scanner, explained in plain English:
Resolution (DPI — Dots Per Inch)
DPI describes how much detail the scanner captures. Higher DPI = more detail captured = larger file size. Think of it like the “pixels” in a photograph — more pixels means a sharper, more detailed image that you can enlarge without it looking blurry.
	DPI Setting
	File Size (4x6 photo)
	Best Use For
	Notes

	300 DPI
	~3–5 MB (JPEG)
	Quick sharing, viewing on screen
	Minimum acceptable for digital use

	600 DPI
	~8–15 MB (JPEG)
	Archiving, reprinting standard sizes
	Recommended for most family photos

	1200 DPI
	~30–60 MB (JPEG)
	Enlarging photos, fine detail
	Slows scanning significantly

	2400+ DPI
	~100+ MB (TIFF)
	Professional archiving, restoration work
	Overkill for most family use



	✅  Our Recommendation
For most family photo digitization, 600 DPI is the sweet spot. It produces excellent quality for reprinting standard sizes and storing digitally, while keeping file sizes manageable. Scan your most important or largest photos at 600 DPI. For a quick first pass through a large box of snapshots, 300 DPI is acceptable.



Optical vs. Interpolated DPI
You’ll often see scanners advertise a “maximum” DPI that seems very high (like 9600 DPI). Pay attention to the distinction:
1. Optical DPI: What the scanner actually captures using its physical hardware. This is the real number that matters.
1. Interpolated DPI: Software-generated upscaling. The scanner captures at its optical maximum, then the software guesses at additional pixels. This does NOT actually add real detail — ignore this number.
For example: A scanner advertising “600 optical / 9600 interpolated” really captures at 600 DPI. The 9600 number is marketing.

Bit Depth
Bit depth determines how many colors the scanner can distinguish. For color photos, look for 24-bit minimum. 48-bit is better for archiving because it captures a wider tonal range and gives you more flexibility if you want to restore or edit the photos later. For most family use, 24-bit is fine.

Dmax (Dynamic Range)
Dmax measures the scanner’s ability to capture detail in both very bright and very dark areas of a photo simultaneously. A higher Dmax means better shadow and highlight detail. This matters most for older photos with faded colors. Consumer scanners have a Dmax around 3.0–3.5. Professional scanners reach 4.0. You only need to worry about this if you have many old, faded photos.

CIS vs. CCD Sensors
These are the two types of image sensors found inside scanners:
1. CCD (Charge-Coupled Device): Higher quality, better depth of field (captures slightly raised or uneven photos more sharply), more expensive. Found in higher-end flatbed scanners like the Epson V600.
1. CIS (Contact Image Sensor): Lower cost, thinner/lighter scanner, works great for flat photos. Found in sheet-fed scanners and many budget flatbeds. Completely fine for standard flat photo prints.

Scan Speed
Listed in pages per minute (PPM) or images per minute (IPM). For sheet-fed scanners, this matters a lot — a scanner that processes 30 photos per minute will finish a 300-photo box in 10 minutes, while a slower model might take 30+ minutes. For flatbed scanners, speed matters less since you’re already manually placing each photo.

Scanning Software
Often overlooked, the software bundled with a scanner dramatically affects your experience. Good scanner software will offer batch processing, auto-crop (automatically finding the edges of your photo), auto-rotation (detecting portrait vs. landscape), color correction and fade restoration, file naming and organization tools, and direct upload to cloud services. Epson’s FastFoto and ScanSmart software is widely regarded as the best consumer-level scanning software available.



Part 2: Scanner Recommendations
Given your needs — batch scanning, Mac compatibility, up to 11x14 prints, budget under $1,000 — here is a tiered set of recommendations. Since no single scanner handles both batch feeding AND 11x14, the practical solution is a two-scanner approach or accepting that oversized prints require individual flatbed scanning.
	💡  The Practical Reality
For someone with a large collection of primarily standard-size photos (4x6, 5x7, 8x10), the best approach is: (1) Use a fast sheet-fed scanner like the Epson FastFoto FF-680W for the bulk of your collection. (2) Handle your 11x14 prints on a separate flatbed scanner — or accept that they’ll need to be scanned individually. Many people also choose to have a few oversized photos professionally scanned at a copy shop rather than purchasing a large-format scanner for just a handful of prints.



Option 1: Epson FastFoto FF-680W (Best for Batch Scanning)
Price: Approximately $600
The Epson FastFoto FF-680W is widely considered the gold standard for home photo batch scanning. It was designed specifically for digitizing large collections of photo prints, and it shows — the entire workflow, from loading photos to organizing files, is optimized for this exact task.
What It Does Well
1. Speed: Scans up to 1 photo per second at 300 DPI, and a full batch of 36 photos in about 3 minutes at 600 DPI
1. Batch capacity: Holds 36 photos at a time; you can load different sizes in the same batch (4x6, 5x7, 8x10 all together)
1. Software: The FastFoto app is genuinely easy to use and guides you through naming batches by year, season, and description, automatically organizing files into folders
1. Single-pass duplex: Automatically scans the back of each photo simultaneously, capturing handwritten notes or dates on the reverse
1. Auto-enhancement: Built-in color restoration and fade correction
1. Cloud integration: Direct upload to Google Drive and Dropbox during scanning
1. Mac compatible: Works well with macOS on your MacBook Pro
1. Wi-Fi: Can connect wirelessly so you don’t need to be tethered to your laptop

Limitations
1. Maximum scan width: 8.5 inches. Cannot scan 11x14 prints.
1. Maximum resolution: 600 DPI optical (1200 DPI interpolated). Lower than a premium flatbed.
1. Occasional jams: Some users report occasional paper jams with heavier or older photo stock. Damaged or fragile photos should be used with the included carrier sheet.
1. Price: At $600, it’s the most expensive option here

	Bottom Line for the FF-680W
If your collection is primarily standard-size prints (4x6 through 8x10) and you want to get through it quickly without spending hours at a flatbed scanner, this is the right choice. A project that would take weeks on a flatbed scanner can be done in a weekend. Handle your 11x14 prints separately (see Option 3 below).



Option 2: Epson Perfection V600 (Best Quality Flatbed Under $400)
Price: Approximately $300–$350
The Epson V600 is the most recommended flatbed photo scanner for home use. It produces exceptional scan quality and is versatile enough to handle everything from small photos to 8x10 prints, film negatives, and slides. It won’t batch-feed photos automatically, but if quality is your top priority and you’re willing to scan photos individually, it’s hard to beat.
What It Does Well
1. Image quality: 6400 DPI optical resolution is far higher than any sheet-fed scanner, producing extremely detailed scans suitable for large-scale enlargements
1. Dynamic range: 3.8 Dmax captures excellent shadow and highlight detail, important for older faded photos
1. Digital ICE: Technology that automatically detects and removes dust and scratches from photos — especially valuable for older prints
1. Versatility: Can also scan negatives and slides with included film holders
1. Scan bed: 8.5x11.7 inches — fits photos up to 8x10, letter-size documents, and some panoramic prints
1. CCD sensor: Superior depth of field for slightly warped or curled photos
1. Price: Much less expensive than the FastFoto

Limitations
1. No automatic document feeder: Every photo must be placed individually on the glass
1. Speed: One photo every 15–60 seconds depending on resolution. Slow for large collections.
1. Maximum size: 8.5x11.7 inches. Cannot scan 11x14.

	Bottom Line for the V600
Best if you prioritize quality over speed, have a manageable number of photos (a few hundred rather than thousands), have many old or faded photos that need restoration, or want to also scan film negatives/slides. Not ideal if you have thousands of standard snapshots you want to process quickly.



Option 3: Epson Expression 12000XL (For 11x14 and Large Format)
Price: Approximately $800–$900 (street price, though MSRP is higher)
The Epson 12000XL is a large-format professional flatbed scanner with a scanning bed that accommodates media up to 12.2x17.2 inches — large enough for your 11x14 prints. It delivers outstanding quality at 2400x4800 DPI with a 3.8 Dmax.
What It Does Well
1. Large format: The only option here that can scan your 11x14 prints
1. Professional quality: 2400x4800 DPI optical, excellent color accuracy
1. Batch scanning (prints): Can lay multiple standard-size prints on the large glass simultaneously and scan them in one pass; the software then auto-crops each image
1. Transparency unit: Scans up to 48 frames of 35mm negatives, 30 slides, or large-format transparencies
1. One-touch color restoration: Easy Photo Fix technology restores faded photos automatically

Limitations
1. No ADF (no auto-feeding): Like all flatbed scanners, each scan requires you to place items on the glass manually
1. Large footprint: Requires significant desk space (approximately 18x25 inches)
1. Slower than sheet-fed: You can speed things up by scanning multiple small photos at once, but it’s still far slower than the FastFoto for standard prints
1. Software learning curve: The included SilverFast software is powerful but more complex than the Epson FastFoto app
1. Price: At $800–$900, it is more expensive than the V600 but still within your budget

	Bottom Line for the 12000XL
The right choice if scanning your 11x14 prints is a high priority and you want to do it yourself at home at professional quality. For a mixed collection, a practical strategy is: use the 12000XL for your 11x14s and any other large-format prints, and lay 3–4 standard-size photos on the large glass simultaneously for a semi-batch approach. This still won’t be as fast as the FastFoto, but it handles all your sizes with excellent quality.



The Recommended Dual-Scanner Strategy
For your specific situation — large collection, photos up to 11x14, quality important but batch speed also needed — the best overall solution is to combine two scanners:
	Task
	Recommended Scanner
	Estimated Cost

	Bulk of collection (4x6, 5x7, 8x10 prints)
	Epson FastFoto FF-680W
	~$600

	Large format prints (8.5x11 through 11x14)
	Epson Perfection V600 or 12000XL
	$300–$900

	Combined investment
	
	$900–$1,000 (within budget)



Alternatively, if most of your large prints are not numerous, consider having a local print shop or UPS Store scan your 11x14 photos for you (typically $2–5 per scan), and purchase only the FastFoto for your home batch scanning.

Complete Scanner Comparison at a Glance
	Feature
	FastFoto FF-680W
	Epson V600
	Epson 12000XL

	Price
	~$600
	~$325
	~$850

	Max scan size
	8.5 inches wide
	8.5 x 11.7"
	12.2 x 17.2"

	Scans 11x14?
	No
	No
	Yes

	Batch auto-feed?
	Yes (36 photos)
	No
	No

	Optical DPI
	600 DPI
	6,400 DPI
	2,400 x 4,800 DPI

	Scan speed
	~1 photo/sec (300 DPI)
	~16 sec/scan
	~23 sec (8.5x11 at 300 DPI)

	Best for
	Large collections of standard prints
	Quality, negatives, slides
	Large prints + quality archiving

	Mac compatible?
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Wi-Fi?
	Yes
	No (USB only)
	No (USB only)

	Software ease
	Excellent (beginner-friendly)
	Good
	Moderate (SilverFast is complex)

	Handles fragile photos?
	Use carrier sheet
	Best option
	Best option





Part 3: Setting Up Your Scanning Workflow
Having the right scanner is only half the equation. How you organize and name your files before, during, and after scanning determines how useful your digital collection will actually be.
Step 1: Sort Before You Scan
This is the most important step, and most people skip it. Before scanning a single photo, sort your prints into logical groups. You’ll thank yourself later when you want to find “Aunt Mary’s wedding photos” and they’re already in a labeled folder rather than buried in a massive unsorted pile.
1. Group by decade or year (1970s, 1980s, 1990–95, 1995–2000, etc.)
1. Sub-group by event within each year (Christmas 1988, Summer Vacation 1992, etc.)
1. Separate damaged or fragile photos for special handling
1. Set aside your 11x14 and large-format prints for the big flatbed scanner
1. Remove photos from albums carefully (dental floss works surprisingly well for stuck photos)

Step 2: Establish a File Naming Convention
Consistent file naming makes it possible to find photos later. A good format for scanned family photos is:
YEAR_MONTH_DESCRIPTION_001.jpg
Examples:
1. 1988_12_Christmas_001.jpg, 1988_12_Christmas_002.jpg...
1. 1992_07_Beach-Vacation_001.jpg
1. 1985_00_Unknown-Date_001.jpg (use “00” for month when unknown)
The Epson FastFoto software largely handles this for you — you enter the year, month (or season), and a description, and it automatically names all files in a batch sequentially.

Step 3: Choosing Your Scan Settings
Before you start scanning, decide on your settings. Here’s what to use for different scenarios:
	Photo Type
	Recommended DPI
	File Format
	Rationale

	Everyday snapshots (4x6, 5x7)
	600 DPI
	JPEG
	Good balance of quality and file size

	Important/special photos
	600 DPI
	TIFF or JPEG 95%+
	Higher quality for photos you may want to reprint or restore

	Large prints (8x10 through 11x14)
	600 DPI
	TIFF
	High quality for large-format archiving

	Quick first pass (rough draft)
	300 DPI
	JPEG
	Fast processing to get through a large box quickly

	Professional archiving
	1200 DPI
	TIFF
	Maximum quality if storage space is not a concern



JPEG vs. TIFF: Which Should You Use?
JPEG: A compressed format. Files are smaller (3–10 MB per scan at 600 DPI), easy to upload and share, supported by every photo service and photo book provider. The compression slightly reduces quality, but for most family photos the difference is imperceptible. JPEG is recommended for 90% of users.
TIFF: An uncompressed format. Files are much larger (30–100+ MB per scan at 600 DPI), but preserve every bit of detail. Use TIFF if you plan to significantly enlarge, restore, or professionally reprint important photos. Note that some free cloud services have file size limits.

Step 4: Scanning with the FastFoto (Workflow Overview)
Here is what a typical session looks like with the Epson FastFoto FF-680W:
1. Open the FastFoto software on your MacBook Pro.
1. Select your destination folder (where scanned files will be saved on your computer).
1. Load up to 36 photos face-up into the input tray (the software handles different sizes in the same batch).
1. Enter the batch information: Year, Month/Season, and Description (e.g., “1985,” “Summer,” “Beach Vacation”). The software will use these to name all files and create a folder automatically.
1. Press Scan. The scanner feeds photos through automatically.
1. Review the scanned thumbnails on screen. Rescan any that need it.
1. Load the next batch and repeat. The software can automatically upload completed batches to Google Drive or Dropbox while you continue scanning.

	💡  Practical Tip: Do It in Sessions
Don’t try to scan everything at once. Break the project into manageable sessions — one box or one decade per session. According to real users, thousands of standard-size photos can be processed in an afternoon with the FastFoto. Even spreading it across several weekends, most collections can be completed in 2–4 sessions.





Part 4: Cloud Storage Options
Once your photos are scanned, you need a safe, accessible place to store them digitally. Cloud storage keeps your photos safe even if your computer dies, is lost, or is damaged. It also makes photos accessible from any device and easy to share with family.
Since you already use both iCloud and Google Photos, you have a head start. Here’s a detailed breakdown of your best options within your $20/month budget.
Understanding Storage Requirements
Before choosing a plan, estimate how much storage you’ll need:
	Collection Size
	300 DPI JPEG
	600 DPI JPEG
	600 DPI TIFF

	500 photos
	~1.5–2.5 GB
	~4–8 GB
	~15–50 GB

	1,000 photos
	~3–5 GB
	~8–15 GB
	~30–100 GB

	5,000 photos
	~15–25 GB
	~40–75 GB
	~150–500 GB

	10,000+ photos
	~30–50 GB
	~80–150 GB
	~300 GB–1 TB+



Option A: Google Photos + Google One
Since you already use Google Photos, this is the most seamless option. Google Photos is excellent — it has outstanding search capabilities (search by “birthday,” “beach,” “Christmas,” or even a person’s face) and works perfectly on your MacBook Pro and iPhone.
1. Free tier: 15 GB (shared with Gmail and Google Drive)
1. 100 GB plan: $1.99/month ($24/year) — sufficient for 1,000–2,000 scanned photos at 600 DPI JPEG
1. 200 GB plan: $2.99/month ($36/year) — suitable for collections up to 4,000–5,000 photos
1. 2 TB plan: $9.99/month ($120/year) — ample for virtually any family collection

Key Strengths
1. Best AI-powered search of any photo service — find photos by content, faces, places, dates
1. Excellent web interface and mobile apps
1. Batch upload: Simply drag folders of scanned photos into Google Photos on your Mac or use the Backup & Sync tool
1. Photo book creation: Google Photos has a built-in photo book ordering service
1. Already familiar to you — no learning curve

Considerations
1. Storage is shared with Gmail and Drive — if you have a lot of email or documents, you’ll need a larger plan
1. Photos are stored at original quality in all paid plans

Option B: Amazon Photos (Especially Valuable if You Have Prime)
Amazon Photos is a sleeper pick that many people overlook. If you already have an Amazon Prime membership ($14.99/month or $139/year), you get unlimited full-resolution photo storage at no additional cost — a potentially enormous value.
1. With Amazon Prime: Unlimited photos + 5 GB video storage included in your membership
1. Without Prime: 5 GB free, then $1.99/month for 100 GB, $6.99/month for 1 TB
1. Family Vault: Share unlimited storage with up to 5 family members (if you have Prime)

Key Strengths
1. Unlimited full-resolution photo storage for Prime members — no worrying about storage limits ever
1. Stores photos without any compression or quality reduction
1. Works on Mac, iPhone, and any browser
1. Photo book ordering is available through Amazon
1. If you already pay for Prime, this is effectively free

Considerations
1. Search and AI organization is less sophisticated than Google Photos
1. If Prime membership lapses, storage reverts to 5 GB free
1. Fewer photo editing tools than Google Photos

Option C: iCloud Photos (Best for Apple Users)
Since you use a MacBook Pro and likely an iPhone, iCloud Photos integrates more deeply with your Apple devices than any other option. Photos sync automatically between your Mac, iPhone, and any other Apple devices.
1. Free tier: 5 GB (very limited)
1. 50 GB plan: $0.99/month
1. 200 GB plan: $2.99/month — most people’s sweet spot
1. 2 TB plan: $9.99/month
1. 6 TB and 12 TB plans available for large collections

Key Strengths
1. Seamless integration with macOS and iOS — scanned photos copied to your Mac appear automatically in the Photos app and on your iPhone
1. iCloud Shared Photo Library allows up to 5 family members to add, view, and edit photos together
1. Apple’s Photos app on Mac has good organization tools and allows creating Memory books
1. For Apple-only households, the simplest and most integrated option

Considerations
1. More expensive per gigabyte than Google One for larger storage tiers
1. Web interface (icloud.com) is less capable than the desktop app — searching and organizing via web is limited
1. No built-in photo book ordering through Apple (use third-party services like Shutterfly or Artifact Uprising)

Cloud Storage Comparison Summary
	Service
	100 GB
	200 GB
	1 TB
	2 TB
	Photo Books?
	Best For

	Google One
	$1.99/mo
	$2.99/mo
	N/A
	$9.99/mo
	Yes (built-in)
	Best search & AI features

	Amazon Photos
	$1.99/mo
	N/A
	$6.99/mo
	$11.99/mo
	Yes
	Prime members (unlimited free)

	iCloud+
	$0.99/mo (50GB)
	$2.99/mo
	N/A
	$9.99/mo
	No (use 3rd party)
	Apple ecosystem users



Our Recommendation Based on Your Situation
	✅  Recommended Strategy
Use TWO services: (1) Amazon Photos as your primary long-term archive, especially if you have or will get Amazon Prime — unlimited photo storage with no quality reduction is an unbeatable value. (2) Google Photos as your active working library, since its search and organization features are excellent and you already use it. Use Google Photos for browsing and finding photos day-to-day, and Amazon Photos as your backup/archive. Both services can be used simultaneously with no conflict. Total cost: potentially $0 if you have Prime, or $2–$10/month depending on your Google One plan tier.



Local Backup: Don't Rely Solely on the Cloud
No matter which cloud service you choose, also maintain at least one local backup — a physical copy on an external hard drive stored in your home (or better, at a different location). Cloud services are reliable, but it’s good practice to follow the 3-2-1 backup rule:
1. 3 copies of your photos (original + 2 backups)
1. 2 different types of storage (e.g., computer hard drive + external hard drive)
1. 1 copy off-site (cloud storage qualifies as “off-site”)
A 2 TB external hard drive costs $60–$100 and provides more than enough space for any family collection.



Part 5: Creating Photo Books from Scanned Photos
Once your photos are digitized and stored in the cloud, creating photo books is straightforward. Multiple services work seamlessly with the storage platforms you’ll be using.
Services That Work Directly with Google Photos
1. Google Photos Photo Books: Built right into Google Photos. Select photos, choose a layout, customize, and order. Delivered to your door. Simple and integrated.
1. Chatbooks: Connects directly to Google Photos and can automatically create monthly books from new photos.
1. Shutterfly: Import directly from Google Photos or your computer. Wide range of book sizes and customization options.

Services That Work Directly with Amazon Photos
1. Amazon Photos: Has its own print shop for photo books, prints, and cards. Uses your Amazon Photos library directly.
1. Chatbooks, Shutterfly, Artifact Uprising: All allow importing photos from any source (download from Amazon Photos, then upload to the book-making service).

Premium Photo Book Services
For truly high-quality heirloom books, consider:
1. Artifact Uprising: Premium quality printed books, excellent paper and binding, higher price point ($50–$150+ per book). Beloved by photographers and families alike.
1. Mixbook: High customization, competitive pricing, frequent sales.
1. Blurb: Very customizable, popular with photographers, good for large-format books.

	💡  Pro Tip: Scan First, Books Later
Don’t let the desire to create photo books slow down the scanning process. Scan everything first, get it all organized and backed up, THEN create photo books at your leisure. The scanning project has time pressure (prints degrade over years); the photo books can wait.





Part 6: Putting It All Together — Action Plan
Suggested Setup for Your Situation
Based on everything above, here is a concrete recommended setup:
Hardware
1. Primary scanner: Epson FastFoto FF-680W (~$600) for your standard-size collection
1. For 11x14 prints: Either add the Epson Perfection V600 (~$325) or Epson 12000XL (~$850), or use a local print shop for your largest prints
1. External hard drive: 2 TB drive for local backup (~$60–$100)

Cloud Storage
1. Amazon Photos (unlimited, with Prime) for archiving all original high-resolution scans
1. Google Photos (Google One 200 GB plan at $2.99/month) for day-to-day browsing, sharing, and photo book creation

Workflow
1. Sort photos into batches by year and event before scanning
1. Scan standard prints at 600 DPI JPEG using the FastFoto, letting the software organize into folders
1. Scan large-format prints at 600 DPI on the flatbed scanner
1. Copy completed scan folders to your external hard drive and upload to both Amazon Photos and Google Photos
1. Create photo books from Google Photos or your favorite book service at your leisure

Estimated Costs Summary
	Item
	Cost

	Epson FastFoto FF-680W
	~$600

	Epson V600 (for large format)
	~$325

	External 2 TB hard drive
	~$70

	Total hardware
	~$995

	Google One 200 GB (monthly)
	$2.99/month

	Amazon Photos (with existing Prime)
	$0/month

	Total monthly cost
	~$3/month





You’ve got this — happy scanning!
This guide was prepared with information current as of February 2026.
